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meats which he has proposed upon the vague and
indefinite basis on which they at present rest* And
if this house of commons is not disposed to follow
the example of the last parliament, to sacrifice the
rights of the people to the regal prerogative, and to
surrender with the blindness of implicit confidence
the direction of public affairs to the ministers of the
crown, I trust that as there are more new members
in this than in any former parliament (a circum-
stance which of itself is certainly pleasing intelli-
gence to the public), they at least will think it a
duty they owe to their constituents to demand some
farther satisfaction upon the subject, before they
give an unqualified assent to a project so new and
unprecedented. There is something extremely pe-
culiar in the mode of announcing the attempt in His
Majesty's speech, which I. certainly have a right to
consider as the speech of the Minister. The words
" manifested the intention/7 are vague and indefinite,
and I could wish that by some more express com-
munication, they would attach to themselves a greater
share of responsibility for the measures in contemp-
lation, than can result from the cautious terms in.
which His Majesty's speech is couched.

I wish to be informed whether they knew any
thing of what is passing in France, or whether any
preparations have been making for such an attempt ?
I am sure if they are entirely ignorant of this, the
secret-service money voted by parliament must have
been grossly misapplied. If they have taken the
alarm merely from the blustering' speeches of French
generals, or some threatening rhodomontade which
has passed in their councils^ it has certainly been
most groundlessly conceived. Were an invasion to
be attempted by the enemy, there is no man more
sanguine than I am, in thinking that the issue of
such an attempt would be highly honorable to the
patriotism and the courage of the inhabitants of this
country. Any doubt that it would have a contrary
issue is, in my opinion, worthy of being treated only